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FACT  r.  FICTION. 


Fiction-. 


Fact. 


"The  net  losses  of  British  shipping  during  thr-  last   siv  mon'hs  have 
been  one-half  what  the  Germans  claim  them  to  be.' -A7,.  Lloyd  George. 


Mr.    Lloyd    George's    Statement 
on  Shipping  and  Food  Supplies. 

(HOUSE    OF    COMMONS, 
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FACT  r   FICTION. 

Mr.    Lloyd   George's   Statement   on    Shipping 
and  Food  Supplies. 

Not  morcly  to  inform  tin-  |K",.,,le  ..t  (|„.s  count.\  -  l.ut 
aNotor  the  intormation  ..f  lU'utrals  and  all  otlu-rs  «  ho  ,,1  iv 
b<-  co.ircrn.-d.  I  think  it  n.r.-ssurv  that  the  tacts  of  the 
case  Hi  re-aid  to  food  and  .sul),nannes  .should  he  placrd 
belor.;  the  cmntry  at  the  earliest  possible  opportunity 

Ilus  time  last  year  the  stocks  of  wheat  in  this  countrv 
werc.  (,.4,S0.000  .juarters.  At  the  present  moment  therV 
are  ,S,.>(.0.0()(.  ,,„a.ters  of  wheat.  The  stocks  of  wheat 
are  I'.OOO^.lH.ahove  those  of  the  corresponding  period  of 
ast  year.  Ihe  stocks  of  oats  and  barley  are  also  hi.rher 
tlian  they  were  this  time  last  year.  "  "" 

.Speaking  generally,  owing  to  clo.ser  milliner  and  to  the 
tood  economy  campaign  there  has  been  somethin<^  savefl 
which  IS  equn-alent  to  an  addition  of  70,000  (luarters  of 
wheat  for  the  food  supply  of  this  country.  That  repre 
sents  .something  like  one-seyenth  of  the  toial  consumption 
of  wheat.  Ihat  is  the  position  as  far  as  stocks  are  con- 
cerned. 

In    December,    1!»1.;,    the    acreage    of   cultnation    wa. 
clown  by  something  i.ctween  200,000  and  ;iOO  000  acres 
as    compared    with    the    corresponding    period    ,,f    [<){-,' 
Aow  not  merely  has  that  deficiency  been  covered    bur  th, 
area  ol  ciiltuation  is  something  like  1,000.000  acres  above 
the  acreage  under  cnlfiyation  last  year.     That  represents 
oats,    barley,    potatoes,    and    wheat-somethin-'    like    an 
addition  of  between  three  and  four  million  tons  to  the 
tood  sup])lies  in  this  country. 

If  the  harvest  is  as  good  as  it  promises  to  he  now    and 
It  the  harvesting  weather  is  not  particularly  unpropitiou- 
the  condition  of  this  country  in  regard  to  f<iod  supplies 
IS   one    which,    taking   everything   into   account,   is   very 
satLsfactory.     In  fact,  it  is  better  than  it  has  been  for  a 
good    many    years.       I    want     here    again     tn    >„.....    ., 

word  ot  warning.  The  harvests  of  the  world,  compared 
with  preyious  years,  are  not  good.  On  the  whole  it  looks 
as  if  the  aggregate  supply  of  food  for  human  consumption 
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Will  1)0  con.sideral)]y  hdow  the  average.     All  thnt  has  to 
be  taken  into  account  when  vou  are  wurveying  the  pros- 
pects of  the   provision  of  cereals  between "^nou   and  the 
harvest  of  liUS.     I  am  saying  that  in  order  to  urge  the 
need  ot  strict  economy,  the  continued  need,  and  even  the 
greater  need  of  strict  economy,  because  we  have  to  think 
not  merely  of  the  condition  of  things  in   this    countrv 
we  have  also  to  think  of  our  Allies,  France  and   Italv-' 
(Cheers  )     Neither  here  nor  in  any  other  respect  must 
we  thmk  only  of  ourselves;    let  us  also  think  of  those 
gallant  Frenchmen  and  of  the  brave  Italians  who  have 
been  obliged  to  abandon  the  plough  in  order  to  fight  for 
the  hberty  of  their  own  country  at  the  frontier      The 
more  we  economise  in  this  country  the  less  will  be  the 
drain  upon4-he  reservoir  of  food  which  France,  as  Mell  ;,8 
Italy  and  ourselves,  have  got  to  draw  upon  in  Canada    in 
the   Argentine,   and  in  America.     I   still   urge   that  the 
gratifying  response  which  the  householders  of  this  counti  v 
made  to  the  appeal  of  the  Food  Controller    should    b- 
continued  until  the  harvest  of  1!»18,  in  order  not  merely 
to  save  tonnage  for  this  country,  but  to  save  food  supplie; 
for  this  country,  as  well  as  for  our  Allies. 

The  sugar  stocks  were  at  the  beginning  of  this  year 
very  low  ;  they  continued  to  be  very  low  fhmnahoijt  <he 
Spring.  Since  then  there  has  been  "a  very  material' im! 
provement,  and  there  is  an  increase  in  r)ur  reserves,  so  that 
moment  we  do  not  feel  the  anxiety  which  we  all 
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felt  in  the  early  Spring  with  regard  to  tl 


sugar  .supplies. 


Willi  i(v..ni  lo  liilS,  steps  aro  hcitiu  taken  to  inere.iso 
the  area  of  .  ultivation  for  that  year,  fn  I!»|S  you  will 
hav(  millions  more  acres  of  land  nn.ler  .  iiltivat i.in,  and 
that  means  nnlli')ns  more  tons  of  food  raised  in  thi- 
country,  and  will  he  fn-e  from  any  sul.marine  menace  which 
thecnemv  can  possihiy  develop  af,'ainst   us. 

The  War  ()lli.<-  are  assisting  us  to  the  hest  of  their 
power,  and  tlu-  distinguished  olticer  in  eoinmand  of  th.- 
Kome  Forees  is  lending  us  every  aid  in  his  power,  and  I 
think  we  can  confidently  o.vpecl  to  he  ahle  to  supply  the 
necessary  lahour  for  the  purpose  of  carrying;  through  the 
operations  which  have  been  undertaken  with  regard  to 
the  cultivation  of  land  in  this  country.  In  regard  to 
tractors,  apart  altogether  from  those  in  private  po.ssession, 
wc  have  been  able  to  gather  together  .something  like  a 
thousand;  by  October  there  will  be  L>.r)00.  and  by  the 
Spring  there  will  be  S.OOO  tractors. 

The  (JovernuK'nt  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that, 
with  reasonable  economy,  there  is  no  chance  for  starving 
out  the  populatiiMi  of  thrse  islands. 

r  com.>  to  the  shippintr  situation.  Uvn^  the  Ormans 
have  l)cen  v(>ry  busy  for  their  own  purpo.so  circulating 
statements  ;,„d  tigincs  with  regard  to  the  destruction 
effected  by  their  submarine  campaign.  Thc\-  have 
circulated  them  i>'  their  own  country  and  in  Austria,  and 
they  are  circul  itin;  ti)em  in  neutral  countries,  and  even 
incountries  whim  are  allied  to  our  own.  They  are  doing 
it  in  their  country  to  cheer  up  their  (.wn  people.  There  i,> 
no  doubt  at  all  that  thev  had  given  a  very  deiiKite  promise 
thai,  by  the  month  of  Augu.st,  the  submarine  campaign 
would  have  ctfccted  such  ravages  on  our  mercantile 
marine  that  Kngland,  as  th<-y  put  it,  would  be  out  of  the 
war.  There  was  a  definite  promise  to  that  efTeet  given  in 
the  Oeiman  R(>ichstag.  Xow  they  find  that  that  is  not 
tru".  and  tuere  is  a  corresponding  sense  of  discouragement 
in  their  own  country,  and  that  has  spr(>ad  to  other  coun- 
tries. The  Gi-rmans  are  now  preparine;  a  set  of  (igures, 
which  they  call  official,  on  the  authority  of  the  Admindty  : 
they  are  circulating  these  figures  throughout  Cerniany 
and  throuffhout  Austria,  figures  as  to  the  losses  inflicted 
upon  British  shipping.  The  reason  in  their  own  country 
is  quite  clear.  So  is  the  i^urpose  in  other  countries. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  pressure  of  the  war  -'s  very 
great  upon  their  population,  and  the  pressure  is  great 
upon  the  populations  which  are  allied  to  Germany.     They 
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want  to  create  (he  impression  that  in  a  very  short  lini.' 
the  damage  inHieted  upon  our  mercantile "  marine  will 
he  so  creat  that  ue  cannot  hist  much  h)n^'Oi.  and  tiie 
moment  (u'cat  Britain  is  out  of  the  war  tiu  ir  view  is  that 
tile  whole  of  the  alhance  w  ill  collapse. 

The  unrestricted  suhmarine  campaign   hegan  in  I'ch- 
niar\ .     There  is  an  enormous  advantage  fn  m  the  point 
of  view  of  the  assailant  in  being  able  to  hit  voiir  ship 
without  having  to  ask  any  questions  as  to   the  flag  she 
carries  or  as  to  the  cargo  she  carries.     If  they  fire  a  torpedo 
at  anything  tint  appears  on  the  surface,  then  undoubtedlv 
their  chances  of  doing  injury  to  shipping  tonnage  is  twic... 
at  any  rate,  as  great  as  it  would  be  when  they  had  to 
hesitate  and  to  consider  whether  that  was  an  American 
ship,  whether  that  was  a  Dutch  ship,  or  w  hether  she  by 
any  chance  could  beaBriti.sh  ship,  becau.se  it  has  got  to  b'c 
done  instantaneously  if  it  is  done  effectively.     The  moment 
the  Germans  came  to  the  conclusion   tliat    they  would 
destroy  every  ship  that  appeared  on  the  surface  of  the  deep, 
then  the  losses  increased,  so  that  by  the  month   of  Aj)rii 
we  lost  about  560,000  tons  of  shipj)'ing  in  a  single  month. 
The  German  official  figures  claim  that  we  are  losing 
between  450,000  tons  and  500,000  tons  net.  that  is,  that 
after  deducting  the  ships  which  we  build  every  month 
our  losses  are  450.000  to  500,000  net.     No\\   I'give  the 
\vorst  month,  and  I  beein  with  Anril.     The  rifiOHOO  -.■.=.■ 
gross,   not  net.     Now  came   the  Admiralty  methods  of 
he  situation.     There  were  several  means 
devised  of  < 
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tion,  but  they  all  had  the  effect  of  first  of  all 
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piotcctinii  to  oiir  slii|)s  ;m<I  111"  iiiakiiiL'  it  more  ditn^rc-nui:'. 
tiif  llif  siiliiii.ii  ini'  til  |>ly  its  tyiaiinit^ii  iiadc  I'lic  loult 
h.is  Im'cii  that  the  I<»n('s.  uliicli  uert'  in  April  r»."iU  ink » tons, 
in  .Inly  carnt'  il"\v  n  to  .'{JO.dOO.  \s  liicli  \<  n  xciy  r(in><i(l<'ial)l(' 
i.'(liii  tiuii,  'l'lus(  arc  tlif  liuiMT-s  without  (Iciluclinu  tlic 
tonnage  whirli  wr  havi'  hiiih. 

'I'hc  iirt  lo-sfs.  which,  acconhnL'  to  thf  (Icrnian-.  arc 
4.")0.0()(i  to  ."ilin.tMKi  tons  a  month  onr  net  lo>-(  s  dmini.; 
thf  List  six  months,  h.it  is.  since  the  hctrimiinu  ot  tlic 
miicstiicted  snlitnarinc  campaiiin.  so  far  tiom  licin<j; 
l.">(t,(M)(i  to  .ion. (.ill  tons,  air  under  i'r>(». <>()(>  tons  per  month. 

If  the  Aii;4Ust  timircs  coiitimie  at  tlie  .same  ratio  of  loss 
as  we  have  experienced  diirinif  the  first  fortnight,  then 
our  n"t  losses  during  the  months  of  .luly  and  August  would 
i)e  ,it  \]h:  rate  of  17"i.'i<")  lon.s  a  month.  That  is.  taking 
ill.'  whole  of  the  six  months  we  have  only  lost  half  what 
tlic  <Jermans  claim.  .\t  the  present  rate  we  are  only 
lo^ini;  one-third  of  what  the  (Jermans  claim.  That  is  a 
very  serious  dilTerenee,  and  I  should  like  to  ])oint  this  out. 
T/if   /o.>>Y  V   iir(    'liininlt/iini/,   tin    hiiihliinj  /.s'  iurrcd.sintj. 

With  regard  to  the  methods  adopteil  by  the  Admir.'dty, 
wiihoiit  goinu  into  them  in  dcHil  -for  it  would  l)e  oh- 
viously  unwise  that  I  should  di)  so  -the  (iguics  indicate 
liiat  llicy  are  meeting  with  considerahle  success  in  their 
endeaxotu's  to  deal  with  suhmarines.  and  the  measure  of 
their  success  is  all  the  more  conspicuous  when  it  is  home 
in  mind  that  the  niimher  of  the  suhmarines  is  increasing. 
In  spite  of  that  fact  the  losst  s  inflicletl  l)y  them  are  dimin- 
ishing, and  ha\(>  diminished  very  considerably  as  com- 
;)ared  with  three  or  loui-  months  ago. 

Now  I  come  to  other  methods  for  countering  the  sub- 
miiiiie  menace.  The  ShippiiiLr  Controller  has  succeeded 
in  first  of  all  so  re-organising  tlie  shii)])ing  of  this  country 
by  means  of  better  loading,  by  taking  sliips  o(I  longer 
voyages  and  concentrating  tiiem  on  shorter  voyages,  by 
turning  shijis  round  more  quickly  so  that  they  should  Ite 
able  to  make  more  voyages  in  the  coiu'se  of  the  year.  He 
has  been  able  by  that  means  to  secure  that,  although  \.e 
have  a  diminished  tonnage,  we  h-ive  been  able  to  carry 
more  tons.  Our  shipjiinc:  in  June  and  July  of  tiiis  year, 
compared  with  June  and  July  oi  las^  year,  is  sometning 
like  10  per  cent.  down,  and  as  there  is  no  diminution  in 
the  tonnage  which  is  devoted  to  the  carriage  of  Govern- 
ment material  for  our  armies  abroad,  that  means  that  the 
diminution  in  the  tonnage  available  for  ordinary  imports 
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is  down  not  hy  10  per  cent.,  l)iit  by  1*0  per  crnt.  In  spite 
ot  that  tact  we  .succeeded  in  canyintr  during,'  the  period 
whicii  I  have  indicated,  130,000  more  tons  in  British  sliips 
to  the   I'nited  Kingd;)m. 

fn  addition  to  that,  the  Shipping  Controller  has  taken 
steps  for  the  quickening  of  ship-huilding. 

In  I'.M.j  tlie  tonnage  built  in  this  country  was  088.000. 
'I'iie  tonnage  built  in  this  country  durintr  pea*  <■  tinier  is, 
1  think,  on  an  average  something  a  little  under  2,000,000. 
In  l!)l."i  the  ship-building  came  to  (ISS. ()()(»  tons.  In  1!»]6 
it  was  3:}8,000  tons.  In  the  iirst  six  months  of  this  year 
it  was  484,000  tons  ;  but  in  the  second  six  months  of  this 
year — this  will  include  .some  purcha.sed  abroad— the  new 
shipping  acquired  by  t!us  country  will  be  J  .4i'0,000  tons  in 
six  months.  A  little  over  a  million  tons,  nearly  1,100,000 
tons,  will  be  built  in  this  country  and  :j;;o,0()0  tons  wiil  be 
acquired  abroad,  so  that  this  year  the  tf)nnage  whicii  we 
shall  acquire  will  be  1  000,000.'  This  is  purelv  mercantile 
uiaiiiic.  ncai  in  niiuu  liic  cuniiiiioii  umier  whicii  tiie 
tonnage  is  built.  It  is  the  fourth  year  of  the  war.  Ther" 
'  "^     '      '     '   '  '  most  difficulty  in  material. 
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require  steel  for  guns  and  shells  for  the  Navy,  because 


tI)o  ship-building  programme  of  the  Navy  has  gone  up 
coMsidorably  in  tJie  course  of  the  present  year.  In  spite 
of  that  fact  the  ship  building  of  the  country  in  this  year 
will  not  be  veiy  far  from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  peace. 
I  think  that  is  a  very  fine  achievement.     (Cheers.) 

In  addition  to  that  there  is  a  very  considerable  pro- 
gn  rnme  of  additional  naval  construction,  which  has  been 
laid  down  tiiis  year.  The  toimage  of  the  naval  construc- 
tion this  year  will  go  up  by  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
tons.  This  siiows  what  this  coujitry  is  capable  of  when 
it  is  put  to  the  test.  The  House  of  Commons  and 
the  people  of  this  country  and  the  people  of  Allied 
«(>u?itries — yea,  and  tl;.'  people  of  Germany — will  now 
kii.)w  what  value  to  attach  to  this  figure  of  from  450,000 
lo  .■>00.000  tons  pel-  month  loss  of  British  shipping. 

lOven  now  we  have  not  got  enough  tonnage  for  all 
essential  purposes.  We  have  got  to  provide  tonnage  for 
Fr-mce,  Ituly,  and  Hus'-i,  as  well  as  for  ourselves,  and 
we  need  more  ships  instead  of  fewer  ships.  And  I  am 
not  uoing  to  pretend  that  there  will  not  be  at  best  a  rate 
of  diniinuliou  of  our  shi))ping,  which  will  embarrass  us  in 
the  struggle,  and  there  •■  it  is  essential,  not  merely  that 
this  countiy  siioidd  build,  but  that  the  only  other  coun- 
tries whieli  have  a  great  ship-building  capacity  should 
also  build.  If  the  United  States  of  .\iueriea  puts  forth  the 
whole  of  her  capacity,  and  I  have  no  doubt,  from  what  I 
hear,  that  s!ie  is  preparing  to  do  it  in  her  own  thorough 
and  enterprising  way,  I  have  no  doubt  at  idl  that  we  shall 
have  sufficient  tonnage  not  merely  for  this  year — but  for  the 
wiiole  of  litis  and.  if  neces.sary,  for  IDIK  as  well,  because 
Auu'ricji  can  expand  very  considerably  her  ship-building 
caj>acity  if  the  real  need  ever  arises  for  her  to  do  so. 

Lookiny  ahead,  our  difficulties  will  diminish,  our  power 
will  increase  ;  our  enemies"  difficulties  will  increase,  tlieir 
power  will  diminish,  and  they  know  it.  It  is  for 
tiiat  reason  I  say  this  is  the  supreme  hour  for  |)atience. 
for  courage,  for  endurance,  for  hope,  and  for  unity.  Let 
us  <jo  through  this  hour  witli  the  same  temper  and  impetus 
tint  eir;l)led  us  to  destroy  llie  great  military  ilespotism 
at  the  beginning  of  the  nineteenth  century,  standing  often 
alone  but   savin<r  Kurope.     Let  us  go  through  this  hour 
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shall  begin,  and  the  world  will  begin,  to  reap  the  "fruits  of 
oiu'  valour.     (Loud  clieers.) 

/'iinUii  iM  (jicii/  IhUuiii   (/,    .\t--ssra.  ^liaiatlei,  i'uttmute  cy  Som,  Ltd.,   :li)-47, 
VVl:titciui»!>  btrett,  Lotttiun.  L.C. 


